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Motes on Some Datis hHospitals.

LA SALPETRIERE.

Through the kindness of another friend Lreceived
an introduction to a doctor at La Salpéiridre. - Lhad
two reasons for visiting this hospital—one to see, if
it.were yossible, Mdlle Bottard, the oldest nurse in
France, who was decorated a few years ago by the
President of the Republicwith the Légion A Honneur;
the second to find out, if I could, how the . diploma
was obtained of which I had heard at the Hospital
Boucicaut. , . ,
. - Therefore, one lovely morning we set off and in
due course -arrived at La Salpéiridre. Having
delivered my ‘card of introduction. and explained
what I wanted, I was given a form to be delivered
to. the Director. Affer waiting in the outer office
for some time, an infirmiére was charged with the
duty of conducting us round.

I was delighted with this, realising that now I
had the opportunity of questioning one who worked
under the conditions I was ‘trying to investigate.
. From her I heard the worker’s point of view, bub

first of all naturally questioned her of Mdlle
Bottard, *“Was she sfill there?” ¢ Yes.”
“Would it be possible to see her?” ¢ No; she
did not think we could. Mdlle Bottard was very
.old and just now suffering,” '

Can you iragine how disappointed I felt. I had
so looked forward to seeing this wonderful old lady,
who for over sixty years had worked for the sick and

"suflering, under conditions which, to usin England,
are merely ancient history,

We were shown the chapel. Needless to say, in
France there is no religious qualification mneeded.
There are no longer at Saltpétritre any Religious
Sislers, =~ What number of hours do you work #”
“PFrom b am. to 7 or 8 p.m.” “ When do you get
off duty ?” was my next question.  “ One afternoon
a.week.,” ¢ What is the length of the afternoon ”
“Fromncon to 1l pm, But,” added our little guide,
with a bright smile, ¢in other hospitals they get off
for two hours every day, but we don’t here.” Then
I iried to find out about the diploma, but could get

" no satisfactory information, except that there is no
probationary time ; after a few days the uniform is
- given, sxd then {hey are infirmiéres, "I remarked
that 1 had heard they were cent fo other hospitals
when ihey had received their diplomas. “Yes;
"some are sent after they have been here a year.”
% When, then, do you get your black ribbon?” I
“agked. ¢ After five or six years’ service, unlees one
has influence, then one may get it ab the end of a
year.” ¢ And the other ribbons and bows?” I

asked, still anxious {0 geb to the methed of promo-

tion, if there was a method.* *Oh, after ten,
* fifteen, or twenty years' service,” ¢Then how long
“must you work for the black silk cap?” ¢ Thirty
years or more,” she answered. So I found out it
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was bime chiefly, and nob capability, that made the
superintendent. ‘

‘We were then shown a medical ward full of
nervous cases, for it is chiefly such cases that are
treated here, It seems to be partly hospital and
pertly infirmary. The old part, which was nof
shown us, is used, I believe, for chronie cases,

Many teaders will probably remember that D,
Charcot, the great French nerve specialist, practised
here. A life-size statue of him is placed ouiside
the hospital, and a bronze medallion is-placed over
the rooms where he saw patients and lectured to
the students. The arrangement of the beds interested
us much. Instead of being against the wall, as with
us, they were arranged in rows down the ward, one
row on each side with feet to the windows, a
passage-way being left between wall and beds ; then
two more rows lengthways down the middle of the
ward, about thirty-five in all. Tach bed was sur-
rounded with white cotton curtains, shutting each
patient off from her neighbour, and I felt how ter-
ribly lonely and desolate they must feel.

‘We saw the new surgical block, which is as up-to-

da'e as possible, and everything arranged very much
as withus, We were also shown the bathing estab-
lishment, where the patients can have any kind of
‘bath, local or otherwise, which may be ordered:
Then we saw the kifchens ; but here the cooking is
done by fire, and things did not look particularly
tempting. We were very much astonished at
seeing memhers of the staff of all grades, as well as
patients, receiving their rations of meat, cooked or
uncooked, and 1egetables, .
- One speaks of baving seen La Salpétritre; that,
however, would be impossible, as it is quite a small
town in itself, capable of containing between five and
six thousand patients, with, as our guide told us, a
staff of between four and five hundred.

Of course, we only saw quite the very best part
of the old, most of which is very ancient, and the
surgical block, which is modern,

The hospital is built in huge blocks. or divisions,
separated by courtyards planted with trees, grass,
and flowers, making very quiet, cool vesting-places
in the summer for the patients.

During our short visit we traversed five of these

courty, and through the little streets we. could see
many wmore, . ‘

Quile the test part of our visit, however, came
last. I had reconciled myself to the inevitable—I
cculd not sce Mdlle Bottard. - Therefore I was
most agrecably surprised when our cicerone said
she would go and ask if Mademoisells could cee us.

After waiting a few. minutes outside her door
wo were asked to enler, and were greeted by a tiny

,old lady with & much-wrinkled face, with two kind

eyes shining out a welcome to the English nurse.
After the usual greetings, I ventured to congratulate
her in the name of the nurges of England upon the
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